
Southeast Asia Council (SEAC) 
 
George Dutton 
PhD; History, UCLA Area of Interest: Vietnam, Southeast Asia; early modern through colonial 
period social history, historiography Publications: The Tay Son Uprising: Society and Rebellion 
in Eighteenth-Century Vietnam, University of Hawaii Press (2006); “Crossing Oceans, Crossing 
Boundaries: The Remarkable Life of Philiphê Binh (1759-1832),” in Viet Nam: Borderless 
Histories, Anthony Reid and Nhung Tuyet Tran, eds., University of Wisconsin Press (2006); 
Sources of Vietnamese Tradition (co-editor), Columbia University Press (forthcoming) Service to 
the Profession: Book Reviews Editor, Journal of Vietnamese Studies (2006-09); Editorial Board, 
Journal of Vietnamese Studies (2005-present); Executive Committee and Treasurer, Vietnam 
Studies Group (2004-07). 
 
Charles P. Keith 
PhD; History, Michigan State University Area of Interest: Vietnam; colonial and post-colonial 
periods, history of religion Publications: “Annam Uplifted: The First Vietnamese Catholic Bishops 
and the Birth of a National Church, 1919-1945,” Journal of Vietnamese Studies, (Summer 2008); 
“Catholicisme, bouddhisme et lois laïques au Tonkin, 1899-1914,” [Catholicism, Buddhism and 
Laicization Laws in Tonkin, 1899-1914] Vingtième siècle, revue d’histoire, no. 77, September-
December 2005, 113-128 Service to the Profession: Core Faculty Member, Asian Studies 
Center, Michigan State University. 
 
Celia Lowe 
PhD; Anthropology, University of Washington Area of Interest: Southeast Asia, Indonesia; 
science and technology studies Publications: Wild Profusion: Biodiversity Conservation in an 
Indonesian Archipelago, Princeton University Press (2006); “Making the Monkey: How the 
Togean Macaque went from ‘New Form’ to ‘Endemic Species’ in Indonesians’ Conservation 
Biology,” Cultural Anthropology 19(4):491-516 (2004); “Recognizing Scholarly Subjects: 
Collaboration, Area Studies, and the Politics of Nature,” in Knowing Southeast Asian Subjects, 
Laurie Sears, ed., University of Washington Press (2007) Service to the Profession: Frequent 
peer reviews for Cultural Anthropology and other journals; Director, Institute for Transnational 
Studies; MA Program Advisor, Southeast Asian Studies. 
 
Justin Thomas McDaniel 
PhD; Religious Studies/Southeast Asian Studies, University of Pennsylvania Area of Interest: 
Laos, Thailand, Tai Leu, Shan; textual anthropology, social history, literature Publications: 
Gathering Leaves and Lifting Words: Histories of Monastic Education in Laos and Thailand, 
University of Washington Press (2008); “Didactic Buddhist Manuscripts of Laos and Northern 
Thailand a case study: the Kammavaca Nissaya Sadda,” Recherches nouvelles sur le Laos, Y. 
Goudineau et M. Lorrillard, (eds), Etudes thématiques n 18, EFEO: Paris, Vientiane (2008) pp. 
369–384; “Two Bullets in a Ballustrade: How the Burmese have been Removed from Northern 
Thai Buddhist History,” Journal of Burma Studies 11 (2007): 85-126 Service to the Profession: 
Chief Editor, Journal of Lao Studies (2008-present); Chair, Thai/Lao/Cambodian Group of the 
Association of Asian Studies (2004-present); Expert Reviewer, Social Science Research Council 
International Dissertation Research Fellowship Program (2007-present). 
 
Michael Montesano 
PhD; History, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore Area of Interest: Thailand, general 
Southeast Asia; social, economic, and business history Publications: “Capital, State, and 
Society in the History of Chinese-Sponsored Education in Trang,” pp. 231-272 in Michael J. 
Montesano and Patrick Jory, eds., Thai South and Malay North: Ethnic Interactions on a Plural 
Peninsula, NUS Press (2008); “Bandung 1955 and Washington's Southeast Asia,” pp. 198-220 in 
Tan See Seng and Amitav Acharya, eds., Bandung Revisited: The Legacy of the 1955 Asian-
African Conference for International Order, NUS Press (2008); “Beyond the Assimilation Fixation: 
Skinner and the Possibility of a Spatial Approach to Twentieth-Century Thai History,” The Journal 



of Chinese Overseas I, 2 (November): 184-216 (2005) Service to the Profession: Public Lecture 
on “Cold War Thailand through the Eyes and Imagination of a Leading Thai Cold Warrior: 
Counter-Insurgency, Loyalty, and the State in the Writings of Pol Gen Vasit Dejkunjorn,” joint 
National University of Singapore-History Channel Lecture Series on the Cold War in Southeast 
Asia, Singapore National Library (2009); Co-Organizer, conference on “The Plural Peninsula: 
Interactions among Chinese, Thai, Malays, and Others” Walailak University, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat, Thailand (2004); Co-founder and Convenor, Burma-Thailand Study Group, Asia 
Research Institute, National University of Singapore (2002-05). 
 
Mark R. Thompson 
PhD; Political Science, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg Area of Interest: Southeast Asia, 
“Pacific Asia;” comparative politics Publications: “More than the Final Straw: Stolen Elections as 
Revolutionary Triggers,” with Philipp Kuntz, Comparative Politics, 42, no. 3 (April 2009); “People 
Power Sours: Uncivil Society in Thailand and the Philippines,” Current History 107, issue 712 
(November 2008) pp. 381-387; “Presidentas and People Power in Comparative Asian 
Perspective,” Philippine Political Science Journal, 28, no. 51 (2007), pp. 1-32 Service to the 
Profession: Conference work: AAS, European Association for Southeast Asian Studies 
(EuroSEAS) and European Philippine Studies (EuroPHIL) - primarily as panel member; Editorial 
board: Kasarinlan: Philippine Journal of Third World Studies and Journal of Current Southeast 
Asian Affairs (Hamburg); proposal referee for projects related to Southeast Asia, German Science 
Foundation (DFG). 
 
Tuong Vu 
PhD; Political Science, University of Oregon Area of Interest: Southeast Asia, Indonesia, 
Vietnam; comparative politics, political economy of Asia Publications: Dynamics of the Cold War 
in Asia: Ideology, Identity, and Culture, co-edited with Wasana Wongsurawat, Palgrave Macmillan 
(forthcoming); Southeast Asia in Political Science: Theory, Region, and Qualitative Analysis, co-
edited with Erik Kuhonta and Dan Slater, Stanford University Press (2008); “State Formation and 
the Origins of Developmental States in South Korea and Indonesia,” Studies in Comparative 
International Development 41:4 (Winter), pp. 27-56 (2007) Service to the Profession: Editorial 
Board, Journal of Vietnamese Studies; Guest Editor, special issue on “New Scholarship on the 
Vietnam War,” Journal of Vietnamese Studies (November 2009); Panel organizer and presenter, 
"SE Asia’s Changing Security Environment: New and Conflicting Views from Within," Association 
for Asian Studies Annual Conference (2006). 


